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was recorded in the daily press in Nov. 1936. Lucio and Simplicio
Godino were pygopagous twins twenty-eight years old who married
two sisters. Soon after Lucio's death from pneumonia, Simplicio was
separated from his dead brother.
Now that the thermo-cautery has considerably obviated the risk of
haemorrhage in division of the hepatic union, surgical separation of
conjoined twins should be comparatively simple, especially if radio-
graphy fails to reveal any extensive bony union or any union between
their intestinal tracts.
In the case of auto-parasites similar indications prevail.
(7)—Sociology and Medical Jurisprudence
Monsters in No matter how serious the degree of monstrosity, there is no legal
excuse ^or enc*ing the life of a child after it has been completely born, and
any person committing such an act is guilty of murder. It is, however,
right and proper to destroy such a monster intra partum, if it produces
dystocia as it generally does. So long as, but not unless, a monster born
in wedlock has human shape, it may in English law, as laid down by
Blackstone, be an heir. A mother, therefore, who dies during labour,
is succeeded by the monster, even if it is incapable of surviving for any
length of time. The mother's estate goes to the monster's relations and
not to her own.
At birth the question of registration of a double monster as a single
infant or two infants arises. The Brighton female pygopagi, recorded
by Rooth in 1911, which were born to a mother who was herself a
twin, were registered as separate births, and the Public Vaccinator
charged a double fee for vaccinating them, although it is probable that
one vaccination might have sufficed for the two. The Blazek pygopagi
were compelled by Law to take two railway tickets when travelling.
Also, when both of them died intestate, Rosa's son claimed the estate
left by the unmarried Josepha, while the other relatives claimed part
of the estate left by Rosa. Further, when female conjoined twins have
a common vagina, the question of marriage of one of them might raise
an interesting problem, because the husband might be prosecuted for
bigamy. Another difficult problem might arise in the case of a criminal
offence committed by one of the twins. Are both of them to be sent to
prison, although physiological considerations have shown them to be
separate persons? An interesting anecdote is related in Talmudic
literature. A dicephalic monster is said to have claimed a double
portion of his dead father's estate. King Solomon ordered hot water
to be poured on one of the heads, when the other head joined in the
cry of pain; Solomon therefore ruled that the monster was a single
individual and dismissed his claim.
9.-TRIPLE MONSTERS
511J These are too rare to justify description here. Three such cases
have been recorded during the present century.

